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5^500 European, and 18,400 native, seasoned men,
and that even this army was augmented by troops
from Bengal before it marched against Bangalore.
By the returns you have now received, a body of
about 14,000 men can be drawn together, in-
cluding Lascars and pioneers, a force so inade-
quate to an offensive war, that you could not
venture to quit the Carnatic. From Ceylon, you
could draw no reinforcements, but, on the con-
trary, might be called upon to increase the force
on that island, in the event of our army invading
the Mysore country. The whole reinforcement
must be sent from Bengal; of what extent it
could be, we have no means of judging, but it is
obvious that it must be so large, as to place its
arrival here at a very remote distance. The
superiority of Tippoo in cavalry, and the greater
rapidity with which he moves, would render it
impracticable to proceed to the attack of Seringa-
patam without establishing a systematic chain of
posts for dep6ts of stores and provisions. That
he has endeavoured to frustrate this, is evident
from, his policy in the destruction of Oosoor and
Bangalore, and in making Seringapatam his only
and principal fortification. By the former, it is
his intention to increase" the difficulty of our ap-
proach by lengthening the line of our operations,
and by the latter, to oppose such impediments as
to make the capture of Seringapatam impracti-
cable in the course of one campaign. The Can-